*    The Propitious Pagoda    *

Narathihapate was listening anxiously. If he finished
the pagoda, it might damage his future here and now;
if he left it unfinished, his further future was uncovered.
To Panthagu he said haltingly:

1 stopped the work because I was afraid of endanger-
ing the realm/

That shows', replied the monk, 'that Your Majesty
has not fully considered the Law of Impermanence.
The true Buddhist is not concerned with preserving a
kingdom, which, in a last analysis, is nothing but im-
permanence, sorrow and illusion. Where he is con-
cerned is with his own advance towards the bliss of
truth. Did not the Lord himself, when he was a prince,
desert his kingdom, intent only on becoming the Lord?
Hence it is more important to finish the pagoda than to
bother about the state. In the one your aim is real, in
the other illusory/

Narathihapate, impressed by this specious argument,
directed the work on the pagoda to be completed.

In due course the ladies had the gala day they wanted.
A covered way was constructed from the palace to the
pagoda, a distance of two miles. The flooring of the
way was composed of a groundwork of bamboos over-
laid with matting, on top of which were spread silk and
woollen Chinese carpets. The roof was palm-leaf
thatch with a ceiling of long tapestries. At the sides was
bamboo lattice-work, with pots full of lilies, living
plantain-trees and sugar-cane to form a fence. As an old
pundit remarked, quoting a classic: "It was passing fair
and pleasant even as the spirits* highway in Sudassana/

The day began by a promenade of the court down
the covered way. In front on litters were carried gold
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